Abstract. Knowledge of how a science data product has been generated is a critical component to determining its fitness-for-use for a given analysis. One objective of science information systems is to allow users to search for data products based on a wide range of criteria; spatial and temporal extent, observed parameter, research domain, and organizational project are common search criteria. Currently, science information systems are geared towards helping users find data, but not in helping users determine how the products were generated. An information system that exposes the provenance of available data products, that is what observations, assumptions, and science processing were involved in the generation of the data products, would contribute significant benefit to user fitness-for-use decision-making.
